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Member Spotlight: Rochelle Walensky
Rochelle Walensky, her husband, Loren, and 

their three boys, Seth, Matthew and Joshua, have 
been members of Temple Emanuel since 2011. 
As the Chief of Infectious Diseases at the MGH, 
Rochelle has been an invaluable advisor to our 
Temple during the pandemic.

Born in Boston, Rochelle moved to the DC 
area as an infant, and grew up in a traditional 
Jewish home. She was oriented towards math 
and science in high school and decided to 
pursue medicine even before applying to college. 
Rochelle’s pediatrician was a woman, less 

common in those days, and she provided Rochelle 
with a role model and support in her aspirations. Rochelle enrolled in a combined 
undergrad and med school program at Washington University in St. Louis. While 
she loved Wash U, she ultimately returned to the east coast for medical school to 
be closer to family; she attended John Hopkins School of Medicine. 

Living in Baltimore from 1991-1998, Rochelle was frequently confronted 
with the harsh realities of substance abuse, its relationship to the AIDS epidemic, 
and its disproportionate effect on the poor and disenfranchised. In 1991 when 
Rochelle was a first year medical student, she vividly recalls Magic Johnson’s 
announcement that he was living with HIV. By 1995, when she was an intern, 
science was moving quickly and new drugs (“the cocktail”) were becoming 
available that would ultimately save so many lives. Rochelle decided to pursue 
infectious disease as her specialty, with the hope of helping the most vulnerable 
and marginalized in our society.

While in medical school, Rochelle met her husband, Loren, a fellow medical 
student, “her partner, her rock and best friend.” Together they moved to Boston 
in 1998, where he pursued his training as a pediatric oncologist, and Rochelle 
completed her infectious diseases fellowship and continued her education at the 
Harvard School of Public Health. Their first two years in Boston, they lived in 
Coolidge Corner and continued their training, but they had little money or time 
for attending shul regularly. In 2001 they moved to Chestnut Hill and joined 
Temple Emeth, where they met Cantor Rosemberg. As their family expanded, 
they outgrew their home and moved close to Temple Emanuel in 2011. Rochelle 
vividly recalls visiting Temple Emanuel to see if it would be a good spiritual home 
for them. She and Loren attended a Friday evening service. Dan Nesson welcomed 

them warmly and before they knew it, Loren was called to the Bimah to lead 
a prayer that night. Given their warm welcome, their connection to Elias, the 
common network that they quickly realized already existed for them (with 3 boys 
at Camp Yavneh) and the close proximity to our Temple, the decision to join our 
congregation was an easy one.

In 2012, the Walensky family traveled with Temple Emanuel on our second 
Israel trip. It was a formative experience for their family that cemented their 
connection to our community and our clergy.

Three years ago, when Rochelle accepted the position of Chief of Infectious 
Disease at MGH, she had no vision of what was about to unfold and that her 
role would become so vitally important to so many inside and outside of MGH, 
serving on the Governor’s commission and many others. She is leaning in to 
be a voice that guides people through this pandemic based on the science and 
public health learnings, even becoming a medical analyst for CNN. She says, 
“Extraordinary science is moving at an extraordinary pace. Although it’s been 
horrific and tragic, we will get through this.” Consistent with her lifelong concern 
for the vulnerable, Rochelle believes that we will only conquer this pandemic 
when we address the needs of those most at risk, including people with co-morbid 
conditions and those who are socially marginalized.

Like all of us, Rochelle is balancing the intense juggling act of work life and 
family life during extraordinary times. Personal family disappointments abound, 
like an intricately planned 25th wedding anniversary trip abroad canceled, much 
anticipated Kerem, Na’aleh, and counselor summers at Camp Yavneh gone, college 
plans upside down, and parent and grandparent visits on hold. But, compared 
to the suffering she witnesses at work on a regular basis, she calls herself and her 
family lucky for their health and safety. 

Given her role in the hospital, Rochelle learned about the Biogen superspreader 
event early. She was deeply concerned about the Temple Emanuel community and 
informed Temple Emanuel clergy and leadership that she thought they needed 
to cancel in-person services immediately. She made the same calls to the Mayor 
about the local schools. Her early warning enabled the Temple to act quickly 
and avert community spread and potential disaster. She has acted as an essential 
advisor, given informational sessions at brotherhood events, and assisted with 
the reopening of our nursery school. Ironically, Rochelle feels like she hasn’t done 
enough to reciprocate all that Temple Emanuel has given her family over the 
years: providing her children with a strong Jewish background and supporting her 
family through the ups and downs of normal life. 
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From the Gates

Dear Temple members, 
  This is the second of our quarterly bulletins (instead of bi-monthly) and features 
the Gate of Perserverance. Although we have not been in the building for the past 
nine months, we have all benefited from the non-stop educational opportunities, 
services and social programs that keep us connected socially and spiritually. 
  Remember that you can find up-to-date details about Adult Education and  
Active Older Adult programming along with COVID-19 information on the  
Temple Emanuel website at www.templeemanuel.com.

Wishing you a Happy Chanukah and a brighter 2021,
Rachel Miller and Ruth Tepper

Caregiving in the Time of COVID
It has been over eight months since COVID hit. The increasing isolation  

resulting from the pandemic has been particularly challenging for caregivers  
of family members with dementia or Alzheimer’s. 

Two years ago, Tracy Schneider, advisor to senior programming, added a 
monthly Caregiver Support Group to her growing list of activities for seniors. 
With lunch for all beforehand, the caregivers met together while the Memory Cafe 
attendees had their session. Now the members meet via Zoom on Thursdays from 
11:45-12:45 with Joanne Peskowitz, a licensed social worker from JF&CS. 

Joanne checks in with the caregivers who give updates and share their concerns. 
Everyone listens and offers suggestions. For any couple, the loss of what once was  
is the greatest challenge. Taking a moment “to let it out”- to share emotions and 
concerns in a supportive group helps members to stay focused and cared for.

Audrey Zabin, a relatively new member of the temple, is a licensed professional 
aging life care manager. She provides counseling to those dealing with care and 
quality of life issues for elders and adult disabled individuals. When COVID hit, 
Audrey offered her services for a support group for temple members. She contacted 
Joan Mael, assistant to Rabbi Gardenswartz. Because Joan was someone who had 
benefited from a support group when her husband was ill, she was the perfect 
conduit to encourage a number of congregants to try it out.

On Tuesday mornings at 11:00 am members meet by Zoom. This group of 
committed women (at this point no men have joined, but they are welcome) is its 
own little community whose relationships have evolved and strengthened through 
the weeks. Caregiving tips are offered by Audrey and the members. Is it safe to  
have help in the house now? How do we manage our own isolation and what do  
we do for self-care? 

 Audrey “listens and shares best practices, but often the caregivers are the ones 
who offer their ideas. It is difficult being home with a loved one who has deteriorated. 
The needs of elders in their 70’s and 80’s are different from those into their 90’s.”

Audrey’s best advice for all of us is that because we are living longer we need to 
assess and adapt to our constantly changing situation. “There are physical, medical, 
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psycho-social and financial issues to deal with. My advice is to plan for these 
situations and if you are so inclined, especially during COVID, join our support 
group. It helps to remember that you are not alone!”

Longtime congregants Helene and Murray Tuchman have moved permanently 
to Bass Harbor, Maine, within an hour of Acadia National Park. With Zoom, 
they have maintained their TE connections, including Tracy’s offerings and for 
Helene, Audrey’s support group. Helene had managed up until the end of 
September to take care of Murray, who was diagnosed with dementia nine years 
ago. “Dementia never gets better, only worse. When Joan sent out the email for 
a support group, I replied. At first I had Audrey to myself. I realized how good 
she was, and how much I needed her expertise. Word got out and others joined, 
even friends from here! Zoom has made it possible. Audrey makes us proactive, 
not reactive. Our own situation has changed recently. Murray is now in a 
memory care unit nearby and I am staying in our house. I will continue to Zoom 
in and be a part of our support group and TE’s other activities.”

For more information on either group and activities, contact Tracy at 
tracys120@yahoo.com.
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**Please check our online calendar for updates
CALENDAR.TEMPLEEMANUEL.COM

Community Prayer
December (Kislev/Tevet) 5781 - 2020
January (Tevet/Shevat) 5781 - 2021

February (Shevat /Adar) 5781 - 2021

Saturday, December 5 
Parshat Vayishlach 

Bar Mitzvah: Nathan Solomon, son of Deena and Hormoz Solomon

Saturday, December 12 
Parshat Vayeishev 

Bat Mitzvah: Sofia Waltuck, daughter of Melissa and Ben Waltuck

Saturday, December 19 
Musical Shabbat  

Parshat Miketz 
Bar Mitzvah: Ofir Williams, son of Shirley and Ziv Williams

Saturday, December 26 
Parshat Vayigash

Saturday, January 2 
Parshat Vayechi

Saturday, January 9 
Parshat Shemot 

Bat Mitzvah: Rebecca Gonzalez, daughter of 
 Leslie-Ann and Adrian Gonzalez

Saturday, January 16 
Parshat Va’era 

Bar Mitzvah: Max Stober, son of Cheryl and Marc Stober

Sunday, January 23 
Parshat Bo 

Bar Mitzvah: Jacob Strauss, son of Candace Weissman and Jason Strauss

Saturday, January 30 
Musical Shabbat 
Shabbat Shirah 

Parshat Beshallach

Saturday, February 6 
Parshat Yitro

Saturday, February 13 
Parshat Mishpatim 
Shabbat Shekalim

Saturday, February 20 
Parshat Terumah 
Shabbat Zachor

Saturday, February 27 
Parshat Tetzaveh 

DAILY SERVICES**

Sundays at 8:00 am & 7:30 pm
Monday – Thursday at 7:00 am & 7:30 pm

Fridays at 7:00 am

SHABBAT SERVICES**

Fridays at 6:30 pm
Saturdays 9:30 am

* Times may change, please check our website for service times

Chanukah – December 10th-18th
Rosh Chodesh Tevet – December 16th

Asara B’Tevet – December 25th 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat – January 14th 

Tu B’Shevat – January 28th 
Rosh Chodesh Adar – February 12th & 13th  
Ta’anit Esther/Erev Purim – February 25th 

Purim – February 26th
Shushan Purim – February 28th

FRIDAY CANDLE LIGHTING 
December 4 .............................3:54
December 11 ..........................3:54 
December 18 ..........................3:56
December 25 ..........................3:59
January 1 ..................................4:03
January 8 ..................................4:10
January 15 ................................4:17
January 22 ................................4:25
January 29 ................................4:34
February 5 ................................4:42
February 12..............................4:51
February 19..............................5:00 
February 26..............................5:09

 

MINCHA TIMES

December 5 .............................4:00 
December 12 ..........................4:00 
December 19 ..........................4:00 
December 26 ..........................4:00 
January 2 ..................................4:10 
January 9 ..................................4:15 
January 16 ................................4:20 
January 23 ................................4:30 
January 30 ................................4:30 
February 6 ................................4:45 
February 13..............................4:50 
February 20..............................5:00 
February 27..............................5:10

Family Table

Post College Plans  
COVID-Style
by Evan Crystal

Like many of my classmates in the Class of 2020, my 
goals of achieving gainful employment upon graduation 
were crushed by the pandemic. This past May, I received  
my B.A. in International Affairs with minors in Spanish  
and Law and Public Policy from Northeastern University, 
via Zoom, with minimal fanfare except for a thesis shout-out 
from my favorite professor. After a relatively fruitless job 
search, I decided to pivot towards service. 

Going abroad with an organization like the Peace Corps  
was no longer an option, so I decided to stay domestic and 

applied to AmeriCorps VISTA where I would be placed with a nonprofit organization or local government 
in an underserved area. I also decided that if I was going to do a year of service, I would try a new part of 
the country.

As of early October, I am now a resident of Espanola, New Mexico, in the northern part of the state, 
30 minutes from Santa Fe and 90 minutes from Albuquerque. AmeriCorps placed me in the Economic 
Development Division of the Rio Arriba County Government, working mainly on federal grants, 
COVID relief and business development. Currently I am focusing on work related to the CARES Act 
but will diversify soon.

Adjusting to life here has been a bit difficult. Even when 
I lived in Guatemala, I lived in an area five times more 
populated than Espanola! I have started making some friends 
and am finding interesting spots around the city. The pluses 
are: the food is delicious and the hiking, mountain biking 
and skiing are exceptional. I have been exploring different 
national parks or forests every weekend.

Not only is Northern New Mexico a great place to visit,  
but there is a low case count of COVID; just don’t bring it 
with you! If any TE members come out West, I’d be happy  
to share all I can and show you around.

Evan Crystal and mountain bike

The mountains of New Mexico

For years, TE has partnered with JF&CS’s Family Table whose mission is “to end hunger in the 
Greater Boston Jewish community while serving people who need assistance regardless of religious 
affiliation.” Serving more than 100 towns in the area, over 500 families are currently being helped each 
month with groceries and connections to other services. Recipients include families in need, people 
with disabilities, older adults living on fixed incomes, survivors of domestic abuse, Holocaust survivors, 
and people who have experienced job loss and unemployment. Since the pandemic began, JF&CS 
deliveries have increased by 14 times. 

JF&CS Board member, Kim Creem, who sits on 
the Center for Basic Needs Assistance Advisory 
Council, shares the story of her family’s long-
standing connection to Family Table.

“When our children, Jacob (now 18) and Lily 
(now 16) were in TE’s preschool, we remember 
being given a grocery bag [for Family Table], filling 
it with foods from our pantry and the grocery store 
and returning it to school….. For over 12 years we 
have always gone to the same building in Brookline 
which houses immigrants and elderly, some who are 
Holocaust survivors. When we deliver the groceries, 
we are sometimes providing these recipients with their 
only access to nutritious food along with items like challah and Shabbat candles.”

 Kim points out that Family Table not only serves Jewish clients, it also provides healthy food on a 
monthly and emergency basis to individuals and families, regardless of race, background or religion.

“We feel that this act of tikkun olam is the purest form of actively making a difference in someone’s 
life and providing a lifeline to those in need. When clients open their doors to us, the look on their faces 
is one of gratitude. One couple reciprocates with small bags of candy for our kids as a token of their 
appreciation. The act of bringing food to someone’s table is so simple, yet so profound.”

Because of the pandemic, currently there are changes in how TE is fulfilling our commitment to 
Family Table. We look forward to organizing food collections in the near future. Meanwhile, please 
make financial donations directly through the JF&CS website at jfcsboston.org or go to Amazon’s 
Family Table Wish List. Want to volunteer? Contact volunteers@jfcsboston.org or Mike Afergan at  
mma@afergan.com for more information. 

The Creem Family

TE Adult Learning  
Our TE community of learners has seamlessly moved online and just keeps learning and exploring 
the beauty, depth and breadth of Judaism. Join us! New learning opportunities are added on an 
ongoing basis. Go to the Adult Learning pages of the TE website for additional details and registration 
information www.templeemanuel.com/learning/adult-education.

* Times may change, please check our website for service times.
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Members’ Milestones and Donations
MEMBERS’ 
MILESTONES
BIRTHS 
Lisa and Matthew Hills 
announce the birth  
of their grandson,  
Asher Daniel Seliger
Sandy and Rick Thau 
announce the birth of  
their granddaughter,  
Eliza Mary Thau

ENGAGEMENTS 
Marilyn and Peter Bernstein 
announce the engagement  
of their daughter, Alexis, to 
Nathan Silberman
Rachel and Michael Miller 
announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Anna, to 
Philipp Walzer

MARRIAGES
Ruth and Jonathan Tepper 
announce the marriage of their 
son, Daniel, to Ipek Kosova
Deborah and David Yoburn 
announce the marriage of 
their granddaughter, Eliana 
Lichtenfeld, to Zachary Perez

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES
55 Years
Davida and Martin Stocklan

50 Years
Susan and Barry Benjamin
Elizabeth and Charles Brown

45 Years
Joanne Schindler and  
  Rabbi Allan Lehmann
Debbie Whitehill and  
  Howard Zaharoff
Mimi Ross and  
  Howard Goldstein
Lizbeth and George Krupp
Cheryl and Jack Turgel

40 Years
Becky and Sam Nurko
Helen Charlupski and  
  Joseph Biederman
Debbie and Gary Buchman
Lynn Holden and Lou Zand

35 Years
Marlene and Errol Yudelman
Marcia and Alan Leifer

30 Years
Sandy Puritz and David Noymer
Ricki and Neville Sonnenberg
Janis Fox and Ric Corn

CONDOLENCES TO:
Gordon Bloom on the death of his beloved father,  
Dr. David Bloom
Carol Singer on the death of her beloved mother,  
Lillian Singer
Dr. Martin Solomon on the death of his beloved mother, 
Phillis Solomon
Errol Yudelman on the death of his beloved mother,  
Cecily Yudelman
Eric Ungar on the death of his beloved brother,  
Fred Ungar
Debbie Levenson on the death of her beloved mother,  
Thelma Hilibrand
Will Richmond on the death of his beloved father, 
Irving Richmond, and his beloved mother, 
Pearl Richmond
Barry Farman on the death of his beloved brother,  
Mel Farman
Ilana Hurwitz on the death of her beloved father,  
Mervyn Hurwitz
Estelle Gomolka on the death of her beloved brother, 
Sherman Lajmer
Barbara Brown on the death of her beloved mother,  
Bernice Sandler
Andres Rabinowicz on the death of his beloved mother,  
Dr. Irina Swonkin Rabinowicz
Marilyn Goldman on the death of her beloved father,  
Ted Sulzberg
Rachel Coben on the death of her beloved father,  
Lawrence Coben

Our Congregation has sustained  
the loss of our members

DR. ERNEST PICARD
DR. STANLEY CHARM

ANETTA STONE PLAUT
WAYNE PURNELL

ANN GEHR
LILLIAN SINGER

NYUNYA ALTSHTEIN

May their memory  
always be for a blessing.

 

25 Years
Sharon Salter and Jeff Roach

20 Years
Jinny Sagorin and 
  Jeremy Schmahmann
Gail Greener and  
  John McCarthy

15 Years 
Judy and Alvin Stern

10 Years
Joanna Schneider Wapinski    
  and John Schneider

5 Years
Ilana and Jon Seidmann
Effie and Gary Orren

DONATIONS
Temple Emanuel gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
donations to our synagogue 
funds. To learn more about the 
variety of funds and ways of 
supporting the synagogue’s 
ongoing efforts, please call the 
office @ (617)558-8100.

Temple Emanuel  
General Fund: 
Joan and Joe Ackerstein, 
Beverly Andreozzi, Chaia 
Bekefi, Iris Berman, Edie 
Bottner and Jeff Yenof, 
Patricia Bresky, Debbie and 
Gary Buchman, Jean A. 
Dahlben, Rose and Kevin 
Doherty, Mady and Bruce 
Donoff, William Elovitz, 
Judith Feldman and 
Norman Spack, Sharlene 
and Richard Finkel, Marjorie 
Freeman, Harvey and 
Brenda Freishtat, Debbie 
and Norm Ginsberg, Ruth 
Gold, Sheila Goldstein, 
Barbara and Evan Hankin, 
Merle Hass and Sylvain 
Korzennik, Malcolm and 
Judith Hindin, Ruth 
Rose-Jacobs and Jerry 
Jacobs, Earl Kasdon, 
Stephen Kaye, Joanne and 
Richard Kazarian, Lilia 
Levitina and Max Lifshin, 
Carolynn Levy and Alan 
Sharaf, Marla and Dan 
Libraty, Margaret Ross Link 
and David Link, Harriet and 
Cyril Mazansky, Helaine 

Meyers, Susan Miron and 
Burton Fine, Susan and 
Martin Paley, Miriam 
Rosenblatt, Debora and 
Alan Rottenberg, Phoebe 
and Howard Schnitzer, 
Ilana and Jon Seidmann, 
Deborah and Neal Shalom, 
Sara Lou and Jeff Sherman, 
Jack Siegel, Ruth and 
Ronald Silberstein, Linda 
and Harold Simansky, 
Amanda Sims, Jake and 
Josh Sims Speyer, Matthew 
Slovin, Pauline C. Smith, 
Steve Snider, Lisa Stalof, 
Harriet and Richard 
Steinberg, Gail Suchman 
and Dr. Jerald Zimmerman, 
Lita Thau, Kemper 
Thompson and Rick 
Bankhead, Joan Weiss, 
Phyllis and Richard Wilker, 
Carol Wolpoff
Adelson Preschool  
Gift Fund:
Judith and Herman Mandel

Adult Education Fund:
Joan and Dino Beer

Anita and David Granoff 
Fund to Encourage Teen 
Torah Readers: 
Susan Biener Bergman and 
Barry Bergman, Mady and 
Bruce Donoff, Gail and 
William Levine, Carol 
Saivetz and Harry Penn

Barouh and Channah 
Berkovits Daily Minyan 
Fund:
Tobi and Glenn Levin

Bereavement  
Support Fund:
The Abramson Family, 
Alison and Barry Braunstein, 
Sally Braunstein, Dr. Gilbert 
Daniels, Barbara Epstein, 
Roslyn Heafitz, David 
Katseff, Joyce Plotkin and 
Ben Aspel, Sandy and Allan 
Ropper, Glenda and John 
Speyer, Michele and 
Lawrence Weinfeld

Berkson Garden Fund:
Barry Schneider 

Brezniak Chapel Fund:
Marcia and Ralph Kohl, 
Freddi Moskowitz, Cynthia 
Shulman

Cantor’s Music Fund:
Marcie Abramson and 
Jeffrey Hunt, Beverly 
Andreozzi, Barbara 
Ballinger, Gary and 
Kimberly Creem, Mady and 
Bruce Donoff, Sharlene and 
Richard Finkel, Carol and 
David Greenfield, Beth and 
Seth Klarman, Ann Kostant, 
Terri Loewenthal and 
Michael Fisher, Susan Miron 
and Burton Fine, Melvin 
Norris, Cindy Kassman 
Paisner, Miriam Rosenblatt, 
Molly-Jane and Bruce 
Rubinger, Farla and 
Massimo Russo, Susan 
Schenberg-Templer and 
Jeffrey Templer, Janet and 
Gilbert Slovin, Leslie 
Bornstein Stacks and 
Robert Stacks, Stephanie 
and Adam Weitzman

Temple Emanuel Daily 
Minyan Fund:
Carole and Henry Berman, 
Joan Mitchell Almaliah, 
Beverly Andreozzi, The 
Balter Silberman Group at 
Morgan Stanley, Richard 
Bankhead and Kemper 
Thompson, Andrea and 
James Baron, Joan and 
Dino Beer, Nancy Blacksin, 
Marilyn Breslau, Annette 
and Barry Feldman, Harvey 
and Brenda Freishtat, Ann 
Furman and family, Rita 
and Herbert Gann, Linda 
Gershman, Sheila 
Goldstein, Willie 
Goldwasser, Phyllis and 
Jerry Gordon, Amy 
Kaufman, Pearl Kessler, 
Ginny Lepow, Steve Lesser, 
Harvey Levy, Lisa Litant, 
Michelle McHugh, Lesley 

and Robert Perlman, Susan 
Permut, Barbara Poplack, 
Miriam Rosenblatt, Terry 
Engel Rubin and Gary 
Rubin, Molly-Jane and 
Bruce Rubinger, Kenneth 
Sachar, The Savran Family, 
Lisa and Morris Sazer,  
Carol Schauer, Eli Schneider, 
Debbie and Neal Shalom, 
Bunny Shapero and Janet 
Shapero, Dorothy and 
Frederic Sternburg, 
Stanhope Garage Inc., Judy 
and Allan Szathmary, Phillip 
and Judy Szathmary, Sandy 
and Rick Thau, Andrea C. 
Ulman, Yaffa Willner, Bo 
Winiker and Bill Winiker, 
Jeffrey Wolf and family 

Temple Emanuel  
Forest Fund:
Renata Brailovsky,  
Judi Bornstein

Harold and Nancy Parritz 
Israel Action Fund:
Priscilla and Dave Remis, 
Yona and Martin Rosenman

Israel and Camp 
Scholarship Fund:
Marcia and Alan Leifer,  
Cindy Kassman Paisner,
Debbie and Michael Slater

Jack Permut 9th/10th 
Grade Israel Trip Fund:
Patricia Bresky

Keith C. Field  
Athletic Fund:
Diane and Ted Korelitz

Levenson Music Fund:
Roslyn Heafitz, Margaret 
Ross Link and David Link, 
Judith Simen, Nicola 
Truppin and Jeff Brown

Library Fund:
Velda Shaby

Merle Orren Scholars 
Transformation Program:
Paul Becker, Mady and 
Bruce Donoff, Sonia and 
Joseph Michelson

Paul and Miriam Gilman 
Religious School 
Scholarship Fund:
Michael White
Prayer Book Fund:
Susan and Richard Gotz

Preschool Gift Fund:
Phyllis and Walter Strauss

Ritual Director’s Fund:
Beverly Andreozzi, Richard 
Bankhead and Kemper 
Thompson, Dr. Gilbert 
Daniels, Janis Fox and Ric 
Corn, Ann Kostant, Gail and 
William Levine, Harriet and 
Cyril Mazansky, Dr. Richard 
Reisman, Miriam Rosenblatt, 
Penny Scharfman, Yishai 
Sered, Ruth and Ron 
Silberstein, Beverly Weinfeld

Rochelle Lifson 
Scholarship Fund:
Patricia Bresky

Rosamond and Harvey 
Grant Fund in Memory of 
Michele Grant-Epstein:
Dr. Gilbert Daniels, Anna 
and Ivan Stern

Rosenblatt Stars of David 
Fund:
Susan and Lou Bley, Sheryl 
and Steven Dropkin, Diane 
and Ted Korelitz, Silvia and 
Enrique Testa, Stephanie 
and Adam Weitzman

Smith Holocaust 
Education Fund:
Estelle and Guy Gomolka, 
Sandra and Allan Ropper, 
Jinny Sagorin and Jeremy 
Schmahmann

Solomon Youth House:
Betsy and Martin Solomon

Syrille Rosman Art Fund:
Carole and Barrie Greiff,
 Sandra and Allan Ropper

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, items must be dropped off 
at the homes of Barbara Goldman and Ellen Kass. 

ITEMS TO DONATE: 
New and gently used coats, hats, scarves, gloves, and warm clothing 
for men, women and children; blankets, and small toiletry items. 
Because items cannot be sorted by hand, please put all items in heavy 
duty plastic bags and marked mens’, womens’, boys’ or girls’. 

DROP OFF INFO: 
Ellen Kass   
ellenpkass1@gmail.com  
177 Dorset Road, Waban 

Barbara Goldman 
barbaraggoldman@gmail.com
252 Upland Avenue, Newton Highlands

Annual Coat Drive TO BENEFIT MASS AVE BAPTIST CHURCH  

Education continues at TE 
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MOST Postponed
 The MOST (Merle Orren Scholars 

Transformation) program has been a part of 
Temple Emanuel’s offerings to members since 
2014. The program, funded by Gary Orren and 

his family in memory of his late wife, serves as a testament to the transformative 
power of Jewish learning. It enables grantees the opportunity to select a study 
program that will enrich their lives. This year’s attendees were looking forward to 
attending Hartman in Israel, Hadar in New York City, Torah Yoga and National 
Havurah program in Connecticut. Sadly, all of them were cancelled as the 
pandemic hit.

Roz Heafitz writes, “I have been a member of TE since 1972. In 1974 Rabbi 
Chiel invited me to lead a new initiative, forming havurot, small groups of people 
coming together to build community, and to study, celebrate and create unique 
and meaningful Jewish practices. The experience was a transformative one for me 
and for many others. Consequently, I have always wondered what it would be like 
to experience a week at the National Havurah Institute where participants build 
community, study and learn with and from each other.

Imagine my delight when my daughter-in-law, Cantor Elise Barber of Temple 
Beth El in Springfield, MA, invited me to join her at the 2020 Institute. To further 
sweeten the experience, she and I would be accompanied by two grandchildren, 
now 8-year-old Ephraim and 1-year-old Batya. I said “yes” immediately and was 
very honored when my application to MOST was accepted. I was extremely 
disappointed when the Institute had to cancel the in-person component of the 
program. I hope that by next summer we will be able to come together as members 
of a community, to travel, to learn and celebrate together and to be grateful for the 
existence of Zoom but no longer dependent upon it.” 

Susan Paley writes, “My husband, Marty, attended the Shalom Hartman Institute 
in Israel as a MOST scholar in 2015 and found it to be spiritually enriching and 
wonderful. We were both graduates of the Me’ah program and 2020 was to have 

been my self-proclaimed reentry to Jewish learning. I had just begun attending 
the rabbi’s Talmud class in January. I was happy to have been accepted as a MOST 
scholar, and so I made our reservations for the trip [to Israel] and mapped out the 
sights we’d take in. Hartman would have been the icing on the cake! Then COVID 
hit! We have to postpone, but I look forward to fulfilling my dream in the near future.” 

Shira Starobinski was very familiar with the MOST program. As Rabbi 
Robinson’s administrative assistant, one of her tasks is coordinating it. She got 
to know in depth about the amazing offerings and as a side benefit developed 
a great relationship with the MOST alumni. Their experiences inspired her to 
apply. “Since I lost my beloved mother a year and a half ago, I was looking for a 
program that could lift me up spiritually, emotionally and physically. The Torah 
Yoga program at the Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center in CT seemed to 
be the perfect fit. I had never done anything like this before and I wanted to try 
something out of the box! The combination of Jewish study and physical exercise 
of body and mind appealed to me. I am hopeful that I will be studying and on my 
mat in 2021!”

Sandy and Burt Klein were looking forward to the Hadar program in NYC.  
“Since our retirement we have participated in many classes that have enriched 
our Jewish life and education, including online Hadar sessions. MOST alumnae, 
Sharlene Finkel and Rebecca Jacoby urged us to apply. Hadar faculty are 
outstanding and I could listen to Shai Held all day! We are hoping for 2021”!

Glen Seidman has been a temple member for just two years and instantly felt at 
home. “I became involved right away and led Summer Shul which let me delve into 
a parsha in detail and reflect on it. I have always dreamt about travelling to Israel 
to learn more about Judaism, Israeli culture and my heritage. Because of COVID 
I have attended many online Hartman sessions and they confirm the excitement, 
relevance and value of the topics discussed there. I look forward to my first trip 
to Israel with fellow congregants filled with learning opportunities at Hartman, 
hopefully in 2021.”

If you are interested in exploring a MOST grant, contact Rabbi Robinson at 
mrobinson@templeemanuel.com.

Pandemic Poetry
Rachel Korazim’s classes have offered a wonderful reprieve from the 

pandemic. In March, when Rachel caught sight of people in Italy singing from 
their balconies, she said to herself, “Oh, I wish I could sing!” Realizing that 
the words for poem and song are the same in Hebrew, shir, she thought again, 
“Well maybe I can’t sing, but I can teach poetry!” And with a message on 
Facebook, the class began. Knowing that there is something on the calendar has 
helped many organize their days. On Tuesdays, the class, “The Great Hebrew 
Poets,” features twelve of the greatest Hebrew poets who laid the foundations 
and gave us the language of metaphors, sounds and images. On Thursdays, 
you can join the class, “Contemporary Voices,” featuring fifteen Israeli poets 
who are with us, alive and creating. “Sorry, I am unavailable for the next hour,” 
is what friends and family have often heard from those engrossed in Rachel’s 
poetry classes.

“Taking a class in poetry? And five times a week!?” Yes...I was surprised and 
so were my friends and family...I had attended one of Rachel’s lectures when 
she visited Temple Emanuel (pre-pandemic) and enjoyed her straightforward 
style. So when I heard that she was giving a class on the internet, I decided, 
“Why not, give it a try.” I have NEVER enjoyed poetry and I have difficulty 
understanding and extrapolating ideas when I read or listen to it. After a couple 
of classes, I was hooked. Quickly I began to organize my days around her 
classes….Rachel’s ability to explain the text in terms of life in Israel, historical 
and political happenings fascinated me. I was learning, I felt stimulated and less 
isolated. Rachel and the class have helped keep me grounded at this challenging 
time.”  ~ Annette Needle

“The opportunity to learn with her came at a time when the view from my 
condo was no longer unique, my family and friends were staying away, and I 
did not want to clean the closets! From the first meeting I almost forgot the 
pandemic. Rachel introduced me to Israeli poetry, history, and literature. She 
exemplified the perfect Jewish model for how to survive a pandemic-study 
and open your heart and mind to new information. The tedious days became 
an opportunity to find additional reasons to admire and love Israel. I marvel 
at Rachel’s brilliance and generosity. Being rescued from the dreariness of 
a quarantine would not have happened if I had not recently decided to join 
Temple Emanuel. Thanks to Rachel and Temple Emanuel for enriching my life 
at a most difficult time.” ~ Connie Geisser

“Rachel says that teaching for her is adrenaline and you feel that in the 
spellbinding way she talks about a poem or her own life. Daily classes provide 
an oasis in the middle of this pandemic desert and have created a community 
of friends from all over the world! It is truly one of the few redeeming virtues 
in these chaotic days.” ~ Andrea and Arthur Wald

 “Rachel exudes a passion, love and joy of Israel through poetry and has 
deepened our appreciation for it. Through her extensive knowledge, research 
and presentations of timelines and historical video clips, we have also benefited 
from a class on Zionism and Israel. Music often elicits an emotional reaction. 
Hearing the poems set to music has elevated our appreciation of the classics to 
a higher level.”  ~Varda and Neal Farber

“Rachel Korazim is a treasure and indefatigable! She truly succeeded in sharing 
the richness of Israeli poetry through a lens into politics and history. What Rachel 
has given her fans is a much deeper understanding of Israel itself and a deeper 
appreciation of the Hebrew poetry.” ~ Susan Miron

Online learning with Rachel Korazim continues Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
2:00-3:15 pm through May 13. Go to templeemanuel.com for details.    

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
December 10 - 19 .. Hanukkah
December 25 .......... Fast of Tevet
January 1 .................. New Year’s Day
January 18 ............... MLK Day
January 27 ............... International Holocaust Remembrance Day
January 28 ............... .Tu B’Shevat
February 15 .............  Presidents’ Day
February 25 ............. Fast of Esther/Megillah Reading
February 26 ............. Purim
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