B’shalach Davar Torah – Jan. 15, 2022
By Steven L esser
Good Shabbos Minyan Ma’or.
In this week’s parsha, God builds a wall!
Not a border wall … this was a wall of water.
And Pharaoh paid for it!
I’m speaking today in memory of my father, Eddie Lesser,  יהודה בּן גרשׁון ז”לwhose fifth yahrzeit
is on the 16th day of Shevat. I can’t believe that five years have already passed. I have never
stopped missing him.
I am able to deliver this d’var Torah thanks to my father, and to my mother,  עמו״שׁwho agreed
to send me to yeshiva, even if it wasn’t their first choice. That decision changed my life forever.
In our fourth aliyah this morning we read about the culmination of קריאת ים סוף. The Torah says:
ַו ֨יּוַֹשׁע ְיֹהָ֜וה ַבּ ֥יּוֹם ַה֛הוּא ֶאת־ ִיְשָׂרֵ֖אל ִמ ַ֣יּד ִמְצ ָ֑ר ִים
And God saved B’nei Yisrael on that day from the Egyptian soldiers …
ַו ַ֤יּ ְרא ִיְשָׂרֵא֙ל ֶאת־ִמְצ ַ ֔ר ִים ֵ֖מת ַﬠל־ְשַׂ֥פת הים
… and B’nei Yisrael saw the Egyptian soldiers lying dead on the shore of the sea.
There are some rather gruesome Midrashim that say that the  ים סוףexpelled the bodies of the
Egyptians so that B’nei Yisrael could see that they had not survived but were actually dead; and
B’nei Yisrael were able to recognize and identify the taskmasters who had previously enslaved
them.
After this the Torah continues:
ַוַ֨יּ ְרא ִיְשָׂרֵ֜אל ֶאת־ַה ָ֣יּד ַהְגֹּדָ֗לה ֲאֶ֨שׁר ָﬠָ֤שׂה ְיֹהָו֙ה ְבִּמְצ ַ ֔ר ִים
And our ancestors saw the mighty power that God brought down on the Egyptians …
ַו ִֽיּי ְר֥אוּ ָהָ֖ﬠם ֶאת־ ְיֹה ָ֑וה ַו ַֽיֲּא ִ ֙מינ ֙וּ ַ ֽבּיֹהָ֔וה וְּבֹמֶ֖שׁה ַﬠְב ֽדּו
… and they revered Hashem and they believed in God and in God’s servant Moshe.
And I wonder: What took them so long?
After all, we read in פּרשׁת שׁמות:
 ֹמֶ֖שׁה ְוַאֲהֹ֑רן ַו ַ֣יַּאְס֔פוּ ֶאת־ׇכּל־ִזְק ֵ֖ני ְבּ ֵ֥ני ִיְשָׂר ֵ ֽאלQַו ֵ֥יֶּל

Moshe and Aaron went out and assembled all the Jewish elders …
ַו ְיַדֵ֣בּר ַאֲהֹ֔רן ֵ֚את ׇכּל־ַהְדָּב ִ֔רים ֲאֶשׁר־ִדֶּ֥בּר ְיֹה ָ֖וה ֶאל־ֹמֶ֑שׁה
And Aaron told them about everything that God said to Moses … about how they were going to
leave Egypt …
ַֽו ַיֲּאֵ֖מן ָהָ֑ﬠם
and the people were convinced …
ַֽו ִיְּשְׁמ֡עוּ ִֽכּי־ָפַ֨קד ְיֹהָ֜וה ֶאת־ְבּ ֵ֣ני ִיְשָׂרֵ֗אל ְו ִ֤כי ָרָא֙ה ֶאת־ׇﬠ ְנָ֔ים ַֽו ִיְּקּ ֖דוּ ַו ִֽיְּשַׁתֲּח ֽווּ
when the  זקני ישׂראלheard that God had not forgotten them, and that God knew about their
suffering, they bowed down in gratitude. But the Torah doesn’t say
ַו ִֽיּי ְר֥אוּ ָהָ֖ﬠם ֶאת־ ְיֹה ָ֑וה ַו ַֽיֲּא ִ ֙מינ ֙וּ ַ ֽבּיֹהָ֔וה וְּבֹמֶ֖שׁה ַﬠְב ֽדּו
And what about our ancestors, who witnessed the  עשׂר מכּותcoming down on מצרים, and who
saw that their first-born were safe while all the first-born of Egypt were dying, as we read last
week in פּרשׁת בא:
ְוָ֥ה ְיָ֛תה ְצָﬠ ָ֥קה ְגֹדָ֖לה ְבׇּכל־ֶ֣אֶרץ ִמְצ ָ֑ר ִים ֲאֶ֤שׁר ָכֹּ֨מה ֙וּ ֣ל ֹא ִנְהָ֔יָתה ְוָכֹ֖מהוּ ֥ל ֹא ֹת ִֽסף
There was an enormous cry in all the land of Egypt, such as has never been nor will ever be
again. Even here, the Torah still doesn’t say:
ַו ִֽיּי ְר֥אוּ ָהָ֖ﬠם ֶאת־ ְיֹה ָ֑וה ַו ַֽיֲּא ִ ֙מינ ֙וּ ַ ֽבּיֹהָ֔וה וְּבֹמֶ֖שׁה ַﬠְב ֽדּו
Even when B’nei Yisrael were gathered in front of the ים סוף, watching over their shoulders as
the mighty Egyptian army was getting closer and closer, and Moshe said to them:
ִֽהְתַיְצּ֗בוּ וּ ְרא ֙וּ ֶאת־ ְישׁוַּ֣ﬠת ְיֹהָ֔וה ֲאֶשׁר־ַיֲﬠֶ֥שׂה ָלֶ֖כם ַה ֑יּוֹם
Just you watch what God is going to do for you today! And they watched as God divided the
sea, and they saw that they could walk through the sea on dry land. But it wasn’t until they got
all the way to the other side, and were standing on the shore … then the Torah says:
ַו ִֽיּי ְר֥אוּ ָהָ֖ﬠם ֶאת־ ְיֹה ָ֑וה ַו ַֽיֲּא ִ ֙מינ ֙וּ ַ ֽבּיֹהָ֔וה וְּבֹמֶ֖שׁה ַﬠְב ֽדּו
So what took them so long?
Our ancestors were enslaved in Egypt for 210 years. No one in the generation that left Egypt
remembered what it meant to be free, and you can say the same thing about the previous

generation. And it’s likely that few in the generation before that had a clear recollection of
what it meant to live as free people.
Slavery is about a lot more than hard labor. It’s not just physical slavery, it’s also psychological
slavery. This is why Pharoah said, at the beginning of … ספר שׁמות
ָ֥הָבה ִֽנְתַחְכָּ֖מה ֑לוֹ ֶפּן־ ִי ְרֶ֗בּה
Let’s deal wisely with these people, lest they grow. And here growth not only means growth in
numbers – it also means growth in ideas. Pharoah is saying: I don’t want these people to have
their own ideas, or to make their own decisions. They must not have their own way of life and
determine their own destiny. So Pharaoh set about to crush their spirit … to destroy any chance
of hope … to make B’nei Yisrael so completely subservient to their Egyptian masters that they
could imagine nothing else.
And we can see the degree to which Pharoah succeeded. For even after our ancestors saw with
their own eyes all the  מכותthat God brought on מצרים, and even after Pharaoh chased them out,
with their neighbor’s gold and silver, when they stood at the edge of the ים סוף, and they could
see, off in the distance, the Egyptian army coming after them, they cried out – not to God for
help, but to Moshe to complain! They said:
הִמְבּ ִ֤לי ֵאין־ְקָב ִרי֙ם ְבִּמְצ ַ ֔ר ִים ְלַקְחָ֖תּנוּ ָל֣מוּת ַבִּמְּדָ֑בּרb
Could it be that there were not enough graves in  מצריםso you had to bring us out here so we
could die in the desert?
ֲח ַ֥דל ִמֶ֖מּנּוּ ְו ַֽנַﬠְב ָ֣דה ֶאת־ִמְצ ָ֑ר ִים
Why couldn’t you leave us alone, and let us be slaves to the Egyptians …
ִ֣כּי ֥טוֹב ָ֨לנ ֙וּ ֲﬠֹ֣בד ֶאת־ִמְצ ַ ֔ר ִים ִמֻמֵּ֖תנוּ ַבִּמְּד ָ ֽבּר
Better for us to be slaves in Egypt than to be free people in the desert …
But when B’nei Yisrael were on the other side of the ים סוף, every one of them alive and well,
safe and secure, they looked back and they saw that the sea was whole and the soldiers were
dead …
That’s when it finally became real. This really happened. They were not going back to מצרים.
They were never going back to  מצריםand no one was going to make them go back. They would
never be slaves to Pharoah, ever again.
ַו ִֽיּי ְר֥אוּ ָהָ֖ﬠם ֶאת־ ְיֹה ָ֑וה ַו ַֽיֲּא ִ ֙מינ ֙וּ ַ ֽבּיֹהָ֔וה וְּבֹמֶ֖שׁה ַﬠְב ֽדּו
My friends, if you would indulge me for just a few minutes more, I would like to offer another
perspective on this  פּסוק.
Another highlight of this week’s parsha is the שׁירת הים. According to the Sforno, B’nei Yisrael
began to sing the  שׁירת היםnot after they were safely on the other side of the  ים סוףbut while
they were still in the midst of crossing it. He writes:
וזה שׁאמרנו אז ישׁיר. כי בּא סוס פּרעה
When the Torah speaks of the song … אז ישׁיר

היה כאשׁר בּא סוס פּרעה בּרכבּו ופרשיו בּים
This happened while Pharaoh’s army were chasing after B’nei Yisrael in the ים סוף.
והאל יתבּרך הטבּיעם בּעוד שׁבּני ישׂראל היו הולכים בּיבּשה בּתוך הים
And as B’nei Yisrael were crossing the sea on dry land, right behind them the Egyptians were
drowning in water.
So, according to the Sforno, the  שׁירת היםwas not a song of praise but a song of prayer! B’nei
Yisrael were literally on the edge of despair and they were pleading with Hashem for help.
This is a feeling with which I am familiar. When I lost my Dad, almost five years ago, I too was
on the edge of despair and needing help. And the  רבּונו שׁל עולםlead me out of the depths of my
 ים סוףby introducing me to amazing people, who shared their wisdom with warmth and caring,
and restored my soul.
Shabbat Shalom

