Commentary of R. Ronen Lubitch on the Talmud’s Anti-Factionalism Provision - Lo Titgod’du
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The Cohesion is fading

The commandment in the parsha: "You
will not gash yourselves," means in its
plain meaning to forbid us from injuring
(bruising) our bodies - lest we mourn
over the dead. The Rabbis, however,
interpret this commandment to require
that we avoid creating divisions. The
Sages interpret: do not make numerous
factions; rather, all are one faction
(Talmud Bavli Yevamot 13b. Does the
Torah bring us this Mitavah to prevent a
diversity of opinions and perspectives?
Of course not. In fact, there is almost no
page in our (Rabbinic) sources without
some questions - almost no page in the
Talmud without some questions. The
definition of the prohibition of anti-
factionalism was discussed many times
over the generations, and in one
sentence that the Torah comes to
summarize that we prevent questions
that create divisions in the community
and the nation. After a nice period of
unity and solidarity in our Land (Eretz
Yisrael), it seems that the factions have
made a big comeback. The Mitzvah of Lo
Titgod’du comes as a timely reminder.
It's a pity that it’s not possible to mark it

in all Chiumashim in glowing paint.

It is not a coincidence that the
commandment "You will not gash
yourselves" comes in the midst of the
commandments that were said to the
people of Israel before their entry into
the Land. In Israel there is a special need
to keep national unity. In the Jewish
Diaspora an entire community already
existed, and shapes its customs
autonomously, without it in any way
affecting national unity - or the stability
or peace of the public.
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Not so in the Land of Israel. That's why
at the beginning of the Parasha it already
says: This is not the case in the Land of
Israel. That is why already in the
beginning of the parsha it is said: “You
shall not act at all as we now act here,
each of us as we please, because you
have not yet come to the allotted haven
that your God is giving you.”

In the land of Israel, the blessed
pluralism and praiseworthy freedom of
expression is sometimes necessary to
retreat and make room for the decision
of the democratic majority - establishing
the unity. In the land of Israel it can’t be
that each person can make a stage for
him or herself and an army for him or
herself.

“You are children of the Lord, God; you
will not gash yourselves...” Because
you are all children of the Lord God, we
all see ourselves as if we are one family,
and like a family everyone is allowed to
express an opinion and needs to know
that everyone’s opinions are respected.
Everyone, however, needs to know how
to live together with differences and
controversies.
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Talmud Shabbat 118b

22

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: With regard to anyone who

observes Shabbat in accordance with its halakhot, even if he worships idolatry as in
the generation of Enosh, God forgives him his sins, as it is stated: “Fortunate is the
man [enosh] who does this and the person who holds strong to it, one who guards the
Shabbat from desecrating it [mehallelo], and guards his hand from doing any evil”
(Isaiah 56:2). Do not read it as: From desecrating it [mehallelo], but rather: He is
forgiven [mahul lo]. With regard to the generation of Enosh it is written: “And to Seth,
to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enosh. Then they began [huhal]
to call upon the Name of God” (Genesis 4:26), meaning to desecrate [lehallel] His nam
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